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Mr. Chairman, 
Excellencies,  
Distinguished delegates,   
 
Allow me, at the outset, to congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the 47th session of 
the Commission on Population and Development and to extend congratulations also to the other 
members of the Bureau. You can count on the collaboration of Portugal for the successful 
conclusion of this session.  
 
I would like to align this statement with the one made earlier by the European Union.  
 
As we commemorate the 20th anniversary of the ICPD this year, I take this opportunity to 
reaffirm Portugal’s continued support for the agenda of the International Conference on 
Population and Development (held in Cairo, in 1994), as well as the Key Actions for the Further 
Implementation adopted at the ICPD+5 (approved in 1999). We continue to strongly support a 
human rights based approach to these important development issues. 
 
Indeed, the Cairo Programme of Action addressed population issues from a people-centered, 
development standpoint, where the needs of the individual and their choices were to be 
respected. It is for that reason that this document was a developmental milestone in 1994, 
including for women's rights, and why it remains so valid today, contributing to a more equal 
and sustainable world. Indeed, as noted in the opening session of this Comission, how could 
issues related to population not be relevant in a world that will likely see its population increase 
to reach 8.1 billion people in 2025 and 9.6 billion in 2050? The relevance and reaffirmation of 
the ICPD agenda beyond 2014 is undisputed, as it allows us an opportunity to shape the future of 
global population and development policy at the national, regional and global levels.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
Although acknowledging that many important steps have been taken since 1999, we note that 
gaps and challenges still remain ahead of us. Certainly, we must also recognize the important 



inter-linkages between this agenda and the Millennium Development Goals or the future post-
2015 sustainable development goals. 
 
Portugal recognizes that this is a defining year in view of the ongoing debate on the post-2015 
development agenda. We have been organizing public debates in Portugal about ICPD Agenda at 
all levels with a view to raising awareness about these important issues 
 
Portugal values the good work carried out by the UN system in support of the implementation of 
the ICPD Programme of Action and particularly commends the UNECE and UNFPA for the 
ICPD beyond 2014: the UNECE Regions´ Perspective Report.  
 
This Report highlights some of Portugal´s best practices, namely in the areas of migration, youth, 
ageing, family and social welfare, gender equality and empowerment of women, sexual and 
reproductive health, HIV and AIDS and education. 

I would like to share some of our concerns and recent experiences that are of particular 
importance to us.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

As the Secretary-General’s report points out there is a considerable demographic diversity 
worldwide, concerning not just the size and structure of population, but also in population 
growth projections. In my country we face a worrying trend concerning the fertility rate. In fact, 
just to use very recent data, during the last ten months of 2013 there were more deaths than 
births. This low fertility rate, coupled with a positive and substantive increase in life expectancy, 
is generating an age structure with potentially grave social and economic implications. For this 
reason, the government has recently appointed a cross-disciplinary commission to study this 
matter and prepare an action-plan. We would like to see a growing convergence between real and 
desired fertility rates, therefore conditions ought to be created for people to have the children 
they would like to have. Portugal has already recognized the need to create incentives aimed at 
extending the period of maternity/paternity leave and at encouraging and enabling men to take 
responsibility for their social and family role.  
 
Portugal recognizes that education is a key factor for sustainable development and that universal 
access to education is crucial for the achievement of the internationally agreed development 
goals, including the MDGs. One of the centre pieces of education must be non-discrimination. In 
my country the Law forbids any discriminatory behavior on the grounds, amongst others factors, 
of sexual orientation or any violence on the grounds of sex or sexual orientation.  
 
Recognizing that comprehensive sexuality education is one of the dimensions of education for 
health, in 2009 Portugal approved a set of principles and rules with regard to sex education in 
schools. In 2010 the law was extended to introduce sex education in primary and secondary 
schools and defined the curricula for different educational levels. Activities carried out by school 
health teams are in accordance with the National School Health Program.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 



 
As far as sexual and reproductive health and rights are concerned, free access to all types of 
family planning services is available to everybody without discrimination, regardless of their 
age, sex, race, religion, disability, migrant status, sexual orientation, or any other factor. Each 
individual is free to choose whether to use contraceptive methods, which contraceptive method 
to use and infertility treatment is included in family planning services. Maternal and child 
mortality rates are very low, ranking among the best indicators alongside other European 
countries.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  

HIV infection is internationally recognized as a very serious health problem and a threat to 
economic and social development. Portugal has made the prevention and the fight against HIV 
and AIDS a priority in its National Health Plan, providing also support for patients and their 
families. Between 1994 and 2012 the number of AIDS cases has decreased for both men and 
women and we will continue to work towards further lowering the national HIV incidence rate. 
 
In this context, our National Programme for the Prevention and Control of HIV/AIDS 2012-2016 
intends to reduce, inter alia, the number of late diagnoses of HIV infections and of AIDS related 
deaths and eliminate mother-to-child transmission of HIV infection by the end of 2015.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
Portugal welcomes the findings and recommendations of Secretary General´s report “Framework 
of Actions for the follow-up to the Program of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development Beyond 2014” (9/2014/4), in particular in what concerns gender 
equality and empowerment of women, including violence against women and girls, access to 
sexual and reproductive health and rights, migration, education and non-discrimination. 
 
In light of our strong political commitment to gender equality, Portugal is implementing 
measures to improve the situation of women in the labor market through the reinforcement of the 
principle of non-discrimination and the rule of equal pay for work of equal value for women and 
men. Women’s entrepreneurship is also promoted. The feminization of poverty remains an 
important issue to overcome, however, and women’s access to political and economic decision-
making continues to show slow progress. 
 
In this regard, Portugal has acted to empower women through the Fifth National Plan for 
Equality–Citizenship, Gender and Non–Discrimination (2014-2017), the Fourth National Action 
Plan against Domestic Violence (2014-2017) and the Second National Plan against Trafficking 
in Human beings (2014-2017). 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
The fight against all forms of violence against women is one of our main priorities. In our case, 
the prevailing form of gender-based violence is domestic violence. 
 



The V National Plan to Prevent and Combat Domestic and Gender-based Violence 2014-2017 
was recently adopted and is based on a comprehensive and holistic approach with a particular 
emphasis on awareness and information-raising campaigns, training of relevant professionals and 
stakeholders, reinforcing victim’s support and implementing measures aiming at supporting a 
victim’s autonomy and reinsertion into social life.  
 
In Portugal, practices such as female genital mutilation (FGM) and forced marriages are illegal 
and punishable by law. To combat this phenomenon Portugal adopted the III Programme of 
Action for the Prevention and Elimination of Female Genital Mutilation 2014-2017.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
Bearing in mind the importance we attach to gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls, also as a precondition for social and economic justice, we established a “Strategy on 
Gender Equality” within our development cooperation. Indeed, we will not have a successful 
development process unless women and girls are given the conditions to engage as true agents of 
development and as drivers of societal transformation. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
I would like to allude to the new Strategic Concept for the Portuguese Cooperation, which 
clearly identifies health as a strategic area of intervention, enhancing the importance of 
improving access to quality primary health services.  
 
Portuguese development cooperation is currently co-financing 10 projects which involve 2,900 
health professionals, at different levels, and target a population of around one million people. 
These projects clearly integrate actions geared towards sexual and reproductive health.  
 
Portugal is co-financing jointly with UNFPA a project in Guinea Bissau with the main goal of 
combating female genital mutilation (FGM) as part of our common fight against gender-based 
violence. This project will be mainly implemented by NGOs and is a reflection of the 
longstanding Portuguese commitment in the fight against this harmful practice, both at the 
national level together with all the relevant communities, and internationally through multilateral 
projects. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
We look forward to the successful outcome of this session and to the upcoming Special Session 
to Follow-up on the Programme of Action on Population and Development, taking place on 22 
September. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 


